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Appeal and Postconviction Review Quiz

What is a request to a higher court to review and change the decision of a lower court?

1.___________________________________________________________________________

What types of courts can defendants appeal to?

2.___________________________________________________________________________

In an appeal, defendants argue that an error occurred in their trial that affected their chance of a fair trial. What kind of right are they referring to that was violated?

3.___________________________________________________________________________

Name the three things the appellate court can decide to do on a case.

4.___________________________________________________________________________

5.___________________________________________________________________________

6.___________________________________________________________________________

What can defendants do if the appellate court upholds the original verdict?

7.___________________________________________________________________________

When does an appeal take place?

8.___________________________________________________________________________

Within how many days does an appeal usually have to be filed?

9.___________________________________________________________________________

When can the appeals process begin?

10.__________________________________________________________________________

What is the name of the paper defendants must file for an appeal?

11.__________________________________________________________________________



If it is a jury that finds a defendant guilty, what can the defendant ask the judge to do?

12.__________________________________________________________________________

If it is a judge that finds a defendant guilty, what can the defendant ask the judge to do?

13.__________________________________________________________________________

What is the correct chronological order of the appeal process?

14.__________________________________________________________________________

15.__________________________________________________________________________

16.__________________________________________________________________________

17.__________________________________________________________________________

What is produced at the trial?

18.__________________________________________________________________________

What do the prosecution and defense prepare and respond to that typically refers to specific parts of the trial transcript and prior court decisions related to the case?

19.__________________________________________________________________________

How many types of the above are there usually?

20.__________________________________________________________________________

Will the lawyers always appear before the appellate court to present their sides?

21.__________________________________________________________________________

What specifically do appellate court judges base their rulings on?

22.__________________________________________________________________________

What is the below a part of?
-A transcript of testimony
-Things admitted into evidence
-Each side’s arguments
-Information that each side unsuccessfully sought to introduce into evidence

23.__________________________________________________________________________



What do the appellate court judges not consider when ruling on a case?

24.__________________________________________________________________________
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List the three things a good attorney would do during the trial that would improve his or her chances in an appeal? (Short answer version)

25.__________________________________________________________________________

26.__________________________________________________________________________

27.__________________________________________________________________________

What is an example that a defendant would have grounds to appeal on?

28.__________________________________________________________________________

What kind of trial is a person entitled to?

29.__________________________________________________________________________

What are most errors deemed by the appellate courts?

30.__________________________________________________________________________

What is an order from a higher court to a lower court, or to a government official, that is used when a defendant is not entitled to an appeal?

31.__________________________________________________________________________

Name at least two circumstances in which a defendant might not be entitled to appeal?

32.__________________________________________________________________________

33.__________________________________________________________________________
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