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Formation of Government Throughout History Key Terms
· Capitalism – An economic system in which the means of production are privately

· owned and prices, wages, and profits are determined by private industry.

· (Hauss, Haussman. 2013)
· Communism – a political system in which the government controls all means of

· production
· Democracy – a political system in which all citizens determine public policy and have equal rights to express their opinions
· Dictatorship – a political system in which one person or a small group has absolute power without constitutional limitations
· Fascism – A political movement which differs significantly from other political movements. Characteristics include extreme militaristic nationalism, contempt for electoral democracy, and political and cultural liberalism, a belief in a natural social hierarchy and the rule of elites (Soucy. 2013).
· Monarchy – a political system in which all of the nation’s power is held by one person
· Republic – a political system in which the supreme power is vested with the people but their votes rest with the representatives who are directly or indirectly elected
· Socialism – a political system in which government believes that the means of production and distribution lie with the community as a whole
· The Cold War – a state of political and military conflict between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics during the second half of the 20th century
· Theocracy – a political system in which the officials are considered to be divinely guided, or directed by God
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