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Lesson Notes

I. What are the major types of governmental systems around the world?

A. Types of international government systems include

1. Democracy

a) A political system in which all citizens determine public policy and have equal rights to express their opinions

1) A government in which the supreme power is vested with the people

b) Modern Democracy dates back to the late 18th century

1) However, the concept of democracy dates all the way back to the ancient Greek city-states

c) The evolution to Modern Democracy began with the rise of individualism, capitalism, Protestantism, the scientific revolution, and the exploration of the New World

d) The political theorists of this time believed that if people were freed of feudalism and a social hierarchy, they would be more creative and productive in society

1) The most famous political theorists on this concept are Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.

2. Theocracy

a) A political system in which the officials are considered to be divinely guided, or directed by God

b) Government officials are also considered members of the clergy

c) Most governments throughout history have had characteristics of theocracy

1) When King Henry VIII separated from the Roman Catholic Church in the 1500s, he create the Church of England in which he was considered the “Supreme Head of the Church of England”

d) The only three theocratic forms of governments in the world are Iran, Saudi Arabia, and The Vatican

1) In 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini emerged as a leader in Iran for two main reasons

a) He developed the notion that senior clerics had the obligation and right to rule and maintain the Islamic nature of Iran

b) He became one of the leaders of the opposition to the secular regime of the Shah, the title for the head of government in Iran prior to 1979

e) No separation between church and state

3. Republic

a) A political system in which the supreme power is vested with the people, but their vote rests with the representatives who are directly or indirectly elected

b) Leaders are elected based on standards set forth by a constitution

1) There are no positions that are hereditary

c) Also known as Representative Democracy

d) This form of government made the Founding Fathers more comfortable when they were writing the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution

1) They believed that allowing everyone to participate in government, would create a sort of mob rule and the uneducated would destroy the newly created US government

e) By using the term “republic”, they felt that people were going to be represented by the wealthy and more educated and they would be more responsible when it came to making decisions for the country

1) For example, in the US, we vote for people to represent us on the federal level

2) These representatives are also responsible for electing the president and vice president of the US; the representatives create what is called the electoral college

4. Monarchy

a) A political system in which all the nation’s power is held by one person

1) Historically most monarchies are based on a family’s lineage

b) A monarchy form of government can be organized in several different ways

1) Absolute Monarchy – the monarch is the ultimate governing body of the state, and his or her powers are not limited by the Constitution or laws

2) Constitutional Monarchy
a) Recognizes the monarch as the head of state, and as the head of state the monarch is expected to govern within the laws of the country’s Constitution

b) The most common form of monarchy in the world

c) One of the most notable monarchies in the world is the constitutional monarchy of Great Britain
a) The current Queen of England is Queen Elizabeth II, who acts as the figurehead for the British government

5. Dictatorship

a) A political system in which one person or a small group has absolute power without constitutional limitations

b) The government typically has complete control over mass communications and the social and economic organizations

c) Typically, the dictator also believes in a certain ideology and how society should be organized
d) There have been several dictators throughout history

1) Adolf Hitler

a) The dictator of Nazi Germany from 1934–1945

b) The leader of the Third Reich, which believed in the concept of an “Aryan race” and the extermination of the Jewish population

2) Mao Zedong

a) The Chairman of the Communist Party of China from 1949–1976

b) Believed in China’s becoming a major world power and that it should be done through forced labor

c) Responsible for millions of deaths in China during his rule

6. Communism

a) A political system in which the government controls all means of production

b) Began as a social movement which was created to make society a classless, stateless, and moneyless state
1) Communists believe that by creating a classless state, there is no competition between the classes, and people can live in a full state of freedom

2) Although Communists believe in the concept of a “classless state,” government still controls all aspects of the economic and social organizations

c) The most notable founder of the Communist form of government is Karl Marx

d) The Soviet Union was a Communist state until it was eventually dissolved in 1991

7. Socialism

a) A political system that believes the means of production and distribution lie with the community as a whole

b) Similar to Communism in the sense that social problems occur when citizens are allowed private ownership of land and business within the economy

c) Mainly refers to the organization of a country’s economy

d) Unequal social status fails to give everyone an equal opportunity to maximize his or her potential

e) For example, in the US, the Affordable Care Act, which is often referred to as “Obamacare” is considered by some to be a socialist form of healthcare
II. What countries around the world have these different types of governmental systems?
A. Asia
1. North Korea (The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea)
a) A dictatorship form of government
b) The dictator Kim-Jong-Un

1) The son of former dictator Kim-Jong-Il
c) Shares a border with the countries of China and Russia
d) Shares the territory known as the Korean Peninsula with the country of South Korea
e) South Korea is a democratic country, which causes conflict between the countries of North and South Korea

f) One of the most restricted economies in the world which is controlled entirely by the central government

2. China (The People’s Republic of China)

a) A communist form of government

1) However, China has been transitioning from a restricted and centrally planned economy to more of a market economy since 1979

b) One of the largest countries in Asia (land wise); also has the largest population in the world

c) Shares a border with two other Communist/Dictatorial countries: North Korea and Vietnam

1) China also shares a border with two other major world countries: India and Russia

3. India

a) A federal republic form of government, like the US
1) Government is based on a constitution

2) Considered to be the world’s largest democracy

b) The second largest population in the world

c) Shares a border with the Muslim country of Pakistan

1) Since India is a predominately Hindu country, the shared border with Pakistan often causes conflict between the two countries

d) Surrounded on two sides by the Indian Ocean

B. Europe

1. United Kingdom

a) Consists of several different countries which include Great Britain, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales

b) A constitutional monarchy form of government

1) The Chief of State = Queen Elizabeth II (figurehead)

2) The Head of Government = David Cameron (Prime Minister)

3) The Cabinet = Parliament (House of Commons and the House of Lords)

c) An island located in the Northern Atlantic Ocean, just Northwest of France

d) Controls several territories around the world, most of which are located in the Caribbean

1) This cluster of island countries is known as the British Virgin Islands

2. Most countries on the European continent are republics or democracies; however, some countries have a monarchy type of structure, including Sweden, Spain, and Norway

C. North America

1. The US

a) A Republic form of government, like its southern neighbor Mexico

1) The President of the US is Barack Obama and the President of Mexico is Enrique Pena (2012)

2) The terms “republic” and “democracy” are used interchangeably when identifying the form of government in the US

b) More specifically, a representative democracy

1) The US Constitution states that citizens elect representatives to represent them on the federal level

2) The House of Representatives and the Senate create the Electoral College

3) According to the US Constitution, the Electoral College is responsible for electing the President and Vice President

c) Has a neighbor to the north, Canada?
1) A Constitutional Monarchy

2) Considered an ally to the US

d) Considered one of the world’s “super-powers” and continues to advocate against the concepts of dictatorships and communism

D. Latin America

1. Countries in the region of the Americas where Spanish or Portuguese is primarily spoken

a) Latin America ranges from Mexico and the Caribbean all the way south through the entire continent of South America

b) Latin America is home to some of the world’s most well-known Communist countries

2. Cuba

a) An island country located in the Caribbean that is only about 100 miles south from the southernmost tip of the US: Key West, Florida

b) Became a Communist state in the 1950s after the Cuban Revolution that was led by Fidel Castro

1) Castro remained the Communist leader of Cuba until his resignation in 2008

2) Raul Castro, the brother of Fidel Castro, assumed the role as leader of Cuba in February 2008

c) Although it is an isolated island country, it has foreign relationships with other Communist countries all over the world

1) These countries include Russia, China, and Venezuela

3. Venezuela

a) Considered to have a Republican form of government, but has many of the tendencies of a Communist state

b) One of the northernmost countries in South America bordering the Caribbean Sea
c) Hugo Chavez was president and leader of the United Socialist Party starting in 1999

1) Hugo Chavez was responsible for weakening the Democratic institution in Venezuela and advocating for
2) “21st century Socialism”
3) After Chavez’s death in 2013, Raul Maduro became the President of Venezuela and also the new leader of the United Socialist Party
d) Has become increasingly Communist because of the government’s control over the economy, more specifically the country’s oil production

1) Venezuela would be an ideal country for exporting oil because of its location, but the United Socialist Party believes in keeping the country’s resources for the use of Venezuelan citizens

III. What major historical events influenced these different types of governmental systems?

A. The Cold War

1. Began shortly after the end of World War II and lasted from 1947–1991

2. A war between the world’s two superpowers of that time period, which were divided by major political and economic differences

a) The US

1) Was aligned with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Western European countries

2) Believed with its allies

a) In a capitalist form of economy

b) That Communism should be contained from spreading throughout the world

b) The USSR

1) Believed in a communist form of government

2) Consisted of modern day Russia and Eastern Europe

3. The Korean War

a) Because of Korea’s proximity to the USSR, communist ideals spread to the Korean peninsula

b) In 1950 the conflict began between the occupying forces on the Korean peninsula

1) The US forces occupied the southern part of the Korean peninsula, while the Soviet forces occupied the northern part

c) After three years of fighting between the Soviet and US forces, they agreed that the 38th parallel would be the distinguishing line between the newly created countries of North and South Korea

d) South Korea adopted a democratic form of government and a capitalist economy which was a result of the US/NATO assistance in the southern part of Korea during the Korean War

e) North Korea adopted a communist form of government and economy

1) Today, North Korea is considered a dictatorship (see above), and Korean citizens do not have permission to travel between North and South Korea

4. The Vietnam War

a) Lasted from 1955–1975

b) Was fought between the communist forces of North Vietnam and anti-communist forces in South Vietnam

1) North Vietnam was supported mainly by the communist state of China and other communist allies, while South Vietnam was supported by the US and other anti-communist forces

c) After thousands of US deaths, under the order of President Richard Nixon, the US withdrew its troops from Vietnam
d) In 1975, the communist forces of North Vietnam finally seized control of the city of Saigon, which ended the Vietnam War

e) North Vietnam forced the unification of South Vietnam which created the country now known as Vietnam

1) Vietnam’s official title is the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

2) Today, Vietnam is a communist country

5. The Cuban Missile Crisis

a) The closest the two superpowers came to have a nuclear conflict during the Cold War

b) A 13-day conflict between the communist countries of Cuba and the Soviet Union and the US

1) Occurred in October 1962

c) Began when Cuban officials caught the US spying on the Cuban military

1) The US was going to use this information to attempt to overthrow the Cuban government and its leader Fidel Castro

2) The intelligence operation was known as the Bay of Pigs

3) The failed operation served as a major embarrassment for the US government

d) Continued after the US was exposed for the failed Bay of Pigs operation and the Soviet Union shipped nuclear missile towards Cuba

e) Ended when the US, instead of declaring war, successfully formed a blockade in the Atlantic Ocean so that Soviet nuclear weapons could not reach Cuba

f) Cuba and the Soviet Union remained communist nations, while the US continued their efforts to contain Communism around the world

B. The Iraq War

1. The US invaded Iraq in March 2003, shortly after the terrorist attacks on 9/11

a) The US and Great Britain believed that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction (WMD’s)

2. The leader of Iraq was the dictator Saddam Hussein

a) Saddam Hussein was the leading member of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party

b) In 2003, Saddam Hussein was captured by US forces and was returned to Iraqi officials in 2004

c) In 2005, Iraq ratified a constitution and transitioned from a dictatorship to a democracy

d) In 2006, Saddam Hussein was found guilty of crimes against humanity and was sentenced to death in Iraq

IV. Why are certain governmental systems obsolete today?

A. Governments in which there is total control by one individual have typically been the result of a coup or a swift overthrow of the country’s government

1. Democracies and republics allow for their citizens to have personal, economic, and political freedoms
2. Factors like 24-hour news cycles and social media are becoming global trends that are forming new ideologies around the world

a) This is currently an issue for countries experiencing conflict

1) Syria

a) If the Syrian rebels can overthrow President Bashar Al-Assad, his government will become obsolete

b) Like Saddam Hussein, Bashar Al-Assad is a leading member of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party

B. International conflict often arises over the conflicting ideologies of these government systems. Certain examples might include

1. Hitler’s control over Nazi Germany

a) Nazi Germany was considered a fascist form of government

1) This form of government is much like a dictatorship: a country is organized around a charismatic political figure, but it also has a mixed economy

2) A mixed economy has public and private sectors of business

b) The form of government in Nazi Germany became obsolete because, after German destruction in World War II, Germany had no governmental structure and no economic system

c) Germany was divided into two separate countries: West Germany, which was a democracy, and East Germany, which became a part of the Soviet Union

2. The collapse of the Soviet Union following the Cold War

a) Over time the communist government of the Soviet Union began to cause a strain on the Soviet peoples

b) The Soviet Union experienced a collapse in their economic, social, and political structures

c) Too many political coalitions began to fight for power within the government, and the people began to demand social reform

C. Other reasons for internal conflict can include human rights violations, ethnic cleansing, religious freedoms and the rights of women (feminism)

1. Internal conflict is often the reason for governments and entire countries to become obsolete
V. What type of careers are available in these different types of governments?

A. International Organizations

1. The United Nations

a) Offers many different positions which all require a college degree

1) Some of the most popular positions at the UN are

a) Translators – work closely with UN officials from foreign countries and are responsible for translating meetings and written documentation

b) Human Resources Officer – requires a lot of travel to foreign countries to assess the resources available to a country’s population

B. Multinational Corporations

1. Corporations have operations all over the world and often need employees for sales and marketing purposes

a) However, most professional positions are available in countries with a market-based economy

C. Nongovernmental Organizations

1. The Peace Corps

a) Began in the US in the 1960s

b) Their mission is to help underdeveloped countries fight issues like AIDS, environmental pollution, and human rights violations

c) Often based on volunteer service and is available for service in 139 countries around the world

2. Green Peace

a) Focuses mainly on environmental issues around the world

b) Monitors issues like oil exportation and also deforestation in areas like the Amazon Rain Forest

D. Diplomats

1. Ambassador

a) The highest-ranking diplomats sent to other nations to represent their own nations’ governments

b) In charge of carrying out several tasks

1) Collecting and analyzing information

2) Negotiating

3) Facilitating cultural ties

4) Assessing the political climate in their countries of origin

5) Personal intervention with authorities when necessary

c) Often highly educated and have a background in foreign/diplomatic relations 

d) US ambassadors are selected by the president
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