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Structure and Functions of the Judicial Branch Key Terms
1. Jurisdiction – the authority of a court to hear and to decide a case; the power “to say the law”

2. Exclusive jurisdiction – sole jurisdiction. For example, cases that can be tried only in federal courts are the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal courts

3. Concurrent jurisdiction – federal and state courts share authority to hear a case

4. Original jurisdiction – describes the court where a case is first heard

5. Appellate jurisdiction – describes a court that hears a case on appeal from a lower court

6. Criminal case – the defendant is tried for committing an action that Congress has declared by law to be a federal crime

7. Civil case – a noncriminal matter, such as a dispute over the terms of a contract or someone seeking damages for harm done

8. Power of judicial review – the authority to decide the constitutionality of an act of government, whether executive, legislative, or judicial

9. Writ of certiorari – an order by the Supreme Court directing a lower court to send up the record in a given case for its review

10. Certificate – the process used to get a case to be reviewed by the Supreme Court when a lower court is not clear about the procedure or the rule of law that should apply in a case, and asks the Supreme Court to certify the answer to a specific question
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