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Your journey starts here.





Juvenile Defense Attorney Activity Handout
Read the following scenario and write down your answers to the questions:
Imagine you are a juvenile defense attorney. You have a client who is 15 years old who comes into your office with his parents. He tells you that he was arrested for a crime and was just released from the police department and has come straight to your office. He claims that his rights as a juvenile were violated. He tells you that he was arrested while traveling with a friend in the front passenger seat of a car. He says the police pulled his friend over. He says the police had them get out of the car and searched it without asking the driver for permission. He says the car smelled only like the air freshener that was in the car. He says there were marijuana seeds underneath his seat that he claims were not his and he knew nothing about. He says he was arrested for possession of drug paraphernalia (Class C Misdemeanor) after his friend denied knowing anything about them. He says the police took him to their adult jail where they photographed and fingerprinted him without talking to his parents about the situation first. He says that he was then taken to an interview room by himself with a detective where he gave a written confession. He says the confession was not true but he was scared so he put down what he thought the police wanted to hear. He says he was returned to his jail cell where a 21-year-old inmate was staying. He says he stayed there for two nights until he was bailed out.
What rights will you tell him he has as a juvenile that were violated? Explain to him why those rights were violated and how and why it is different from an adult who would be in the same situation.
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