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Juvenile Law Exam
Questions 1-10 are “True” or “False”. Each statement must include all facets of the law to be considered “True”.
1. ____ Only school officials can report delinquent conduct or conduct in need of supervision.
A. True

B. False

2. ____ A warning notice is a written notice similar to a traffic citation that is given by law enforcement as an effort to curtail delinquent conduct or conduct in need of supervision.
A. True

B. False

3. ____ Any peace officer in the State of Texas can take a child into custody if he or she feels the child is up to no good.
A. True

B. False

4. ____ Probable Cause exists when a peace office, either by on-view, or by information from a reliable, trustworthy source leads that officer to believe, as it would any normal, prudent person, that a crime has been committed or is about to be committed, or that conduct in need of supervision has or is about to be committed.
A. True

B. False

5. ____ A juvenile processing office is an office or a room in a police station, a sheriff’s office, or a school that has been especially set aside, certified, and approved by the local juvenile board as a juvenile processing office.
A. True

B. False

6. ____ Once a child is taken into custody the child may be detained up to sixteen hours.

A. True

B. False

7. ____ A law enforcement warning is used strictly to help curtail crime and is not a legal means for questioning or observing actions of that juvenile at a later date in the future.
A. True

B. False

8. ____ Once the juvenile is in custody he or she must be kept out of sight and sound of any adult criminal.
A. True

B. False

9. ____ If the child requires transport to a juvenile detention facility the law enforcement officer taking the child into custody must transport the child to the detention facility.
A. True

B. False

10. ____ A directive to apprehend is a juvenile court order authorizing any law enforcement or probation officer to take a child into custody if the court finds that probable cause does exist.
A. True

B. False

The following questions are multiple choice; choose the answer that best fits the question.
11. ____ When may a juvenile be taken into custody?
A. Pursuant to the laws of arrest

B. Only by court order

C. Only by juvenile court order

D. None of the above

12. ____ When a warning notice is issued to a child, when should the officer issuing the notice send a written copy of the warning to the child’s parent or guardian?
A. Whenever they feel like it

B. Within 30 days

C. As soon as practical

D. Do not need to send a copy

13. ____ After an officer issues a written warning to a juvenile, with whom should the officer file a copy of the notice?
A. The records clerk

B. The official or office designated by the juvenile board

C. Mail a copy to the local magistrate

D. None of these

14. ____ Mere suspicion of criminal activity is when a law enforcement officer has
A. A gut feeling that something is wrong

B. Does not like the way a juvenile is dressed

C. The juvenile is out past midnight

D. The juvenile is a known criminal from the past

15. ____ A child may be detained in a juvenile processing facility for
A. Photographing and fingerprinting, if authorized

B. Up to 8 hours

C. To interrogate the child’s involvement in a crime

D. None of these

16. ____ Once a child is taken into custody by law enforcement
A. The law enforcement officer may take the child to the alleged crime scene in order for the child to show where evidence may be hidden

B. The law enforcement officer may, realizing the child has not had lunch, stop off and buy the child a hamburger at a local restaurant

C. The law enforcement officer may pull through a drive-through and buy the child a drink

D. 
The law enforcement officer must proceed directly to the juvenile processing office and may not stop anywhere on the way to the office
17. ____ A person taking a child into custody must ___________________.
A. Inform only the school that the child is in custody

B. Inform only the parents that the child is in custody

C. Inform the school officials and the child’s parents or guardians

D. Not worry about notifying anyone and let the school worry about that

18. ____ A juvenile confession, written or oral, may be taken at any time the child decides he or she want to cooperate with the police if
A. Law enforcement has obtained written approval and a waiver of rights from the child

B. The child has received a Magistrate’s Warning and has legally waived his or her rights

C. The child is not under arrest

D. A and B above

19. ____ A magistrate’s warning must include
A. Notification to the juvenile informing him or her of the crime or action being charged against him or her

B. Why they were taken into custody

C. The child’s right to refuse to speak to law enforcement or to provide a written statement in any form

D. All of the above

20. ____ A Magistrate’s Warning is required to be given
A. In Spanish if the juvenile only understands the Spanish language

B. In English if that is the child’s native language

C. Both A and B

D. Only in English, it is up to the child to obtain an interpreter

Bonus Question(s): (Possible 10 points)
Janie was reported by her school principal to local law enforcement for missing five consecutive days from school after the principal was unable to locate Janie at home, and her parents could not advise about her whereabouts.
Describe what should be law enforcement’s reaction to the report and provide a detailed report of the process Janie must go through once she is located, including what charges will be filed against her.
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