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Rubric for 45° or Graduated Layers Haircut 
Task Description:  Students will be able to: 
Create a 45° or Graduated Layers Haircut by means of three phases: 

 Phase 1 – Wet cut 

 Phase 2 – Blow Dry 

 Phase 3 - Refinement 

Criteria 

w
e
ig

h
t Professional 

4 
Practitioner 

3 
Novice 

2 
Beginner 

1 

Safety/ 
Sanitation 

20% 

 Always observes safety 
and sanitation rules 

 

 Observes safety and 
sanitation rules with few 
lapses 

 Occasionally follows 
safety and sanitation rules 

 Almost never follows 
safety and sanitation rules  

Use of 
Equipment 

10% 

 Demonstrates correct 
clipper positioning 

 Uses comb efficiently 
 

 Demonstrates correct 
clipper positioning most 
of the time 

 Uses comb correctly most 
of the time 

 Clippers not held correctly 
 Holds comb 

 Clippers in hand some of 
the time 

 Comb not used 

Correct 
Draping 

10% 
 Draping done correctly 

with neck strip 
 Draping done correctly 

but neck strip missing 
 Uses wrong cape and 

neck strip is missing 
 Uses neck strip only 

Haircutting 
Technique: 
Sectioning 
and Parting 

15% 

 Demonstrates correct 
sections 

 Partings are clean and 
consistent 

 Parting is correct 
 Sectioning is inconsistent  

 Does not demonstrate 
appropriate sectioning and 
parting 

 Fails to section 

Phase 1 
The Wet Cut 

15% 

 Established balanced 
guidelines 

 Even and constant 
weight line 

 Hair held at same 
elevation 

 Guideline slightly longer 
one side 

 Body positioning is 
correct 

 Understanding of proper 
elevation 

 Uneven guideline 
 Hair not held at consistent 

45° elevation  

 No guideline used 
 Hair not held at 45° angle 
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Phase 2 
Blow Dry 

15% 

 Clean sections  
 Correct body positioning 

and appropriate 
amounts of hair on 
brush 

 Clean sections  
 Minimal issues with body 

positioning 

 Dirty sectioning with 
larger amounts of hair 
than width of brush 

 Poor body positioning 

 Forgets to section hair and 
blows hair dry without 
proper tools 

 Bad body positioning 

Phase 3 
Refinement 

15% 
 Demonstrates 

appropriate refinement 
and clean ends 

 Details appropriate 
amount of weight, but 
fails to clean ends 

 Cuts length and not 
weight 

 Fails to texturize  

 
 

Assignment Score  ______________     +     Beyonder/Bonus  ______________     = Final Score  ________________ 


