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Structure and Functions of the Judicial Branch Quiz
1. The Constitution provides judicial power in
a. One Supreme Court
b. Inferior courts to be established by Congress
c. Popular vote by the people
d. Both a and b
2. The dual court system in the U.S. means
a. There are separate national and state court systems
b. Two judges preside over each court session
c. Congress must approve all court decisions
d. No one court has the final authority
3. The jurisdiction of the federal courts is limited by the Constitution to
a. Questions involving federal matters, such as interpreting the Constitution itself
b. Questions of admiralty or maritime law
c. Cases involving two or more states, or an official representative of a foreign government
d. All of the above
4. The type of jurisdiction that describes a court that hears a case on appeal from a lower court is called
a. Original jurisdiction

b. Concurrent jurisdiction
c. Appellate jurisdiction
d. Exclusive jurisdiction
5. Which of the following describes the U.S. process of selecting federal judges?
a. Voted into office by the constituents of his or her state of residence
b. Nominated and appointed by the President with consent of the Senate
c. Nominated by the largest law firms in the nation and appointed by Congress
d. After serving a full term at the state level, judges are promoted to the federal level
6. A federal judge serves
a. For life, until he or she resigns, retires, or dies in office
b. For up to 18 years, but no longer
c. For the term set by the Senate for each individual federal judge
d. None of the above

7. The Court of Appeals
a. Was established by Congress to relieve the burden on the Supreme Court to hear appeals from lower courts
b. Includes 13 courts, 12 of which include the 50 states divided into judicial districts, and one of which has nationwide jurisdiction
c. Both a and b
d. Neither a nor b

8. The Supreme Court
a. Is the only court specifically created by the Constitution, and it is made up of a chief justice and eight associate judges?
b. Is on an equal plane with the President and Congress
c. Has final judicial authority in the land – the court of last resort
d. All of the above
9. Judicial review
a. Is a Supreme Court power to declare acts of Congress unconstitutional, allowing it to have a large impact on the meaning and effect of laws

b. Is outside the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
c. Is mainly a tool for Congress, but occasionally the Supreme Court uses it
d. Means that judges have to proofread each other’s cases before making their final decisions
10. Most cases reaching the Supreme Court
a. Come from other federal courts
b. Come from the highest state courts and the federal court of appeals
c. Are simple, straightforward cases
d. Are criminal rather than civil cases
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